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Ms. Patricia Murrow, Project Manaqer
RCRA Corrective Action and Permits Branch
Air, RCRA, and Toxics Division
United States Environmental Protecti on Agenc],
Region VII
911 North 5th Street
Kansas City, KS 66101

RE: American Cyanamid Company

Dear Ms. Murrow:

The purpose of this correspondence is to respond to your fetter to
Cyanamid dated March 23, 2000, regarding the October 1996 Groundwater
rnvestigation Report prepared by Geraghty & Mi11er, rnc., for Amerj-can
Cyanamid Company's Hannibal- Pl-ant. As was discussed with Mr. Maschler and
members of the MDNR Hazardous Waste and Air Program staffs during a
Eebruary 22, 2000 meeti-ng, cyanamid voluntarily retained Geraghty &

Mill-er, fnc. (now known as Arcadis Geraqhty & Mi11er), to conduct a
groundwater study at the Hannibal Pl-ant. The purpose of the study was to
attempt to identify and del-ineate the presence of volatife organic
compounds associated with the plant's water supply wel-ls. As a result of
this study, Geraghty & Mil-Ier issued a report summari-zing their findings
regarding the extent of organic contaminants in the groundwater. The
study did not identify the source(s) of the contaminants present in the
groundwater.

Cyanamid contacted the MDNR Northeast Regional Office in October 1996
regarciing che resuits of the groundwater scuciy. Cyanamici provicieci copies
of the groundwater report to the MDNR. Cyanamid proposed to include
management of the plant's groundwater plume as a part of the plant,s
ongoing NPDES Wastewater Discharge Permj-t renewal-. Several discussions
have been hel-d with MDNR staff and assocj-ated correspondence has been
exchanged regarding incorporation of conditions associated with management
of the groundwater program as a part of the NpDES permit renewa.l-.

Although as j-ndicated above, Cyanamid j-nformed the MDNR of the groundwater
condition, Cyanamid did not formally report the groundwater condition to
the EPA Regional Administrator because the groundwater study did not
appear to represent a "newIy discovered rel-ease" in accordance with
special Permit condition rrr.5, on page 5 of 10 of the HSWA permit. That
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section of the permit states that such reporting shall occur "...after
commencement of the RFf. . . " There has been no RFI performed at the
Hanniba1 facility. Moreover, the voluntary 1996 study did not associate
the groundwater constituents with any release from a SWMU.

During the Eebruary 22, 2000 meeting, MDNR Hazardous Waste Program staff
indicated that groundwater programs in Missouri have been typically
managed under the Corrective Action Unit of the MDNR Hazardous V,Taste
Program. Cyanami-d's understanding from the discussions was that the MDNR
antj-cipated they would suggest to EPA Region VII that the groundwater
project be considered under the HSWA portion of the Hannibal Pl-ant's RCRA
Permit. Your letter of March 23, 2000 confirms the EPA's intent on
managing the groundwater issue under the RCRA Permit.

Cyanami-d is willing to proceed with the deveJ-opment of the groundwater
program under the Hannibal- Plant's RCRA Permit on the basis of your
determination that the groundwater i-ssue represents a newly discovered
release in accordance with Special Permit Condj-tion III.5 on page 5 of 10
of the HSWA permit. As such, we further agree to prepare and submit a
work plan for further investigation within 90 days.

As was discussed during the February 22 meeting, Cyanamid woul-d l-ike to
recommend that the MDNR Water PofLution Control- Program staff be included
in dlscussions rel-ated to development of the groundwater program.
Cyanamid would appreciate the opportunity to meet with MDNR staff from the
Hazardous Waste Program to discuss further development of a groundwater
investigation program. We can make our staff availabl-e to meet either at
EPA Region VIf or at any MDNR office. We afso extend an i-nvitation to
meet at the Hannibal- Pl-ant. I woul-d appreciate it if you or MDNR staf f
woul-d contact me at 1,-573-'7 69-2011, Ext . 2268, at your earl_iest
convenience to discuss further development of this project.

Sincerely,

AMERICAN CYANAMID COMPANY
icultur cts r_st_on

'\3
J. Brad Wi ett, P.E
Manager, Environmental Services

dep
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Mr. Arthur Groner, MDNR Hazardous Waste Program
Mr. David Maschler, MDNR Hazardous Waste Program
Mr. Richard Laux, MDNR Water Pollution Control Program
Ms. frene Crawford, MDNR Northeast Regional Office
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Ms. Patricia Murrow, Project Manager 
RCRA Corrective Action and Permits Br~nch 
Air, RCRA, au~ T:.L :'... .:s ::Ji v ision 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region VII 
911 North 5th Street 
Kansas City, KS 66101 
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